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OUR CHANGE OF MASTERS 


Man is born to be a servant and a servant he must be. Who shall 
be his master? This is the question. Paul proves the point for he 
speaks of “being made free from sin,’ and in the same breath he 
adds, “ye became the servants of righteousness” (Rom. 6:18). There 
is no interim state, not a moment of independence, but out of one 
servitude we pass into another. ... As sin took possession of us and 


controlled our acts, so Grace claims us as its own, takes possession of 








us and rules us with an absolute sway. Man passes from one master 
to another, but he is always in subjection. Free will I have often heard 
of, but I have never seen it. I have met with will, and plenty of it, 
-but it has either been led captive by sin or held in the blessed bonds 
of Grace. 


—C. H. Spurgeon 
GREAT GOSPEL SERMONS, Revell 
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Beginning with this issue we will 
run, each week until the meeting of 
the General Assembly, April 28, a 
page devoted to that meeting and the 
matters to be taken up. We hope this 
weekly page will help our readers to 
follow the proceedings of the highest 
Court of our Church with greater 
interest. 





You would be surprised at the things 
that come across this desk. For in- 
stance, here is a release from the AFL- 
CIO Washington headquarters, sup- 
porting the “Forand Bill” of socialized 
medicine for people on Social Security, 
urging the voters to write their con- 
gressmen. The release states: “We 
believe you will be interested in the 
pamphlet (prepared by the AFL-CIO 
to support the bill) not only for its 
contents but as an illustration of the 
work carried on by the AFL-CIO on 
behalf of an important social measure 
whose benefits would extend far be- 
yond the membership of unions them- 
selves.” We were under the impres- 
sion that the AFL-CIO was a labor 
organization, not a lobby for socialized 
medicine. 





You will be interested to know that 
the State of Israel has officially ruled 
on “Who isa Jew?” The answer: Any 
person born of a Jewish mother who 
does not belong to another religion, 
or one who was converted in ac- 
cordance with religious law. In mixed 
marriages, it is the mother that de- 
termines whether the children are 
Jews. 





And this one: A bill forbidding 
teachers to mention the effects of liq- 
uor in physiology and hygiene classes 
was introduced into the New York 
legislature. The State Council of 
Churches strongly opposes the bill, ob- 
serving, “It will seem incredible to 
most people that anyone would want 
to eliminate this vital information 
from such courses!” 


saree 50, 1560 


CONTENTS 


THE SHORTER CATECHISM oceania 
Dr. R. F. Gribble 
BEING BAPTIZED ina ae 


Dr. Manford Geo. Gutzke 


THE BIBLICAL EXPOSITOR (A Review Article) 6 
The Editor 


WHICH WAY GRAVITY? 6 
Col. Roy LeCraw 

EDITORIALS a 

A LAYMAN AND HIS CHURCH aw 
Dr. L. Nelson Bell 

THE 100th GENERAL ASSEMBLY _ ae 
Commissioners, Ad Interim Reports 

SUNDAY SCHOOL LESSON, April 10 ss 

YOUTH PROGRAM, April 10 ssdealicbigssiaicedlalaal a 

THE CHURCH AT HOME silibiicanei 17 

BOOK REVIEWS ee 18 

THE MAILBAG ____ a 





Rev. G. Aiken Taylor, Ph.D. 
Rev. Henry B. Dendy, D.D. _ 
L. Nelson Bell, M.D., F.A.C.S. 
Rev. Wade C. Smith 


sided stan 
Managing Editor 
__ Associate Editor 


— Associate Editor 





The Presbyterian Journal, a Presbyterian weekly magazine, devoted to the 
statement, defense, and propagation of the Gospel, the faith which was once 
for all delivered unto the saints, published every Wednesday by the Southern 
Presbyterian Journal, Inc., in Weaverville, N. C. 


Editorial Offices: 84 Kimberly Ave., Asheville, N. C. All editorial correspondence 
should be addressed to Asheville, P. O. Box 3108. 


Business Offices: Weaverville, N. C. All changes of address, business and 
advertising correspondence. 


Second-class mail privileges authorized at Weaverville, N. C. Vol. XVIII, No. 48, 
March 30, 1960. 


Changes of address: Please send both old and new addresses, allowing three 
weeks for changes in continental U. S. 














The PRESBYTERIAN (Yowrnal 











JAPAN — Last week we printed a 
story and photo of a Christian convict 
in the Gifu Penitentiary who spent his 
leisure time making Christian books in 
Braille for the blind. Below is pictured 
part II of this story. 


The Rev. Mr. Aoyama (standing 
left, next to the missionary), is pastor 
of a congregation in Shizuoka. Him- 
self blind, a number of his members, 
though not all, are blind too. His 
wife, who has normal vision, is a 
trained teacher of the blind, working 
in the local school for the blind. A 
number of these young people find 
their way to this little Reformed 
church and come to see the Lord 
Jesus. Recently they were delighted 
to have us come, preach, and distribute 
the books made for them by a man 
who once sat in spiritual darkness in 
a prison. 


Not long ago a club of small boys 
in the First Presbyterian Church, Alex- 
andria, La., under the leadership of 
the DCE, Miss Inez Smith, opened 
their pockets and turned out the sum 


U.S. TEAM DIVING FOR BIBLICAL CITIES 


Churches For Sale 
Sign Of The Times 
WASHINGTON, D. C. — (RNS) — 
In what may be a sign of the times, 
a leading Washington newspaper has 
inaugurated a regular standing head- 
ing “Churches For Sale” in its classi- 
fied advertising section. 


The Washington Post and Times- 
Herald has established the heading 
and given it a code number 105 be- 
tween “Commercial Ground (104)” 
and “Commercial Property Loans 
(106)” on its “want ad” pages. 


A spokesman for the real estate in- 
dustry said that an estimated 250 
churches have changed hands in the 
Washington area in connection with 
population shifts and new church con- 
struction in the last five years, an 
average of one a week. Many church 
edifices, outgrown or abandoned by 
congregations, are being sold through 
commercial real estate listings, it was 
reported. 





of $3.50 to “help the missionary.” The 

money bought a supply of the special 

paper needed to make Braille books. 
—Rev. Harold Borchert 












































AMMAN, Jordan — (RNS) — An 
American Protestant minister who is 
heading a four-member team of ama- 
teur archaeologists in an underwater 
search for the lost Biblical cities of 
Sodom and Gomorrah reported here 
that initial efforts have yielded promis- 
ing evidence of “ruins of some ancient 
cities” at the bottom of the Dead Sea. 


Dr. Ralph E. Baney of Kansas City, 
Kan., a Baptist, said the most im- 
tant of the group’s finds in its first 
few days of diving to 300 foot depths 
were the remains of a 12-foot-wide 
road. 


The other members of the expedi- 
tion, all from Kansas City, are Dean 
Ryther and his wife, Dorothy, and Vi- 
ola Conway. They plan to concen- 
trate in the Qumran area for two 
months before starting operations 
near the Lisan Peninsula on the east 
shore of the Dead Sea. 


Last January, an American and a 
Canadian discontinued a similar 
search until later this year because of 
poor underwater visibility. They were 
Melvin Rizzie, a member of the U. S. 
Technical Aid Mission in Amman, 
and Vincent Barwood, a professor at 
American University in Beirut. 





Alaska Legalizes Lotteries 
Operated By Religious Groups 


JUNEAU, Alaska—(RNS)— Over- 
riding the governor’s veto, a joint 
House-Senate session here passed a 
bill legalizing lotteries, bingo games 
and raffles when operated by religious 
and other non-profit groups. 


Opposed by the Alaska Council of 
Churches, the measure was adopted by 
a 43 to 17 vote. Four more votes 
would have sustained Gov. William A. 
Egan’s veto. 


















In vetoing the bill; Gov. Egan said 
that- the sanctioning of non-profit 
gambling ventures, even traditional 
ones, might result in wide-open gam- 
bling. 
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Nuclear Weapons Seen 
Morally Justified Under 
Some Conditions 


ALBUQUERQUE, N. M. — (RNS) 
— A Roman Catholic theologian and 
a Protestant Episcopal clergyman - 
scientist defended the use of nuclear 
weapons as morally justifiable under 
certain circumstances at a symposium 
here. 


They were the Very Rev. Francis J. 
Connell, CSSR, professor emeritus of 
moral theology, Catholic University of 
America; and Dr. William G. Pollard, 
director of the Institute of Nuclear 
Studies, Oak Ridge, Tenn. 


The two clergymen discussed the 
morality of nuclear weapons before 
some 75 military chaplains at the 
symposium sponsored by the Atomic 
Energy Commission and the Defense 
Atomic Support Agency. 


Father Connell quoted the late 
Pope Pius XII, who in 1956 stated 
that “war for effective self-defense 
and with the hope of a favorable out- 
come against unjust attacks could not 
be considered unlawful” if a nation 
has extended every effort to avoid 
war “in vain.” The priest added that 
in similar circumstances use of nu- 
clear weapons can also be justified. 


Dr. Pollard commented: “I think as 
Christians we’re dominated by the no- 
tion we ought to be able to solve the 
problem of the hydrogen bomb and 
to make the world safe. But I can’t 
feel there’s any other alternative than 
what we’re pursuing as a government.” 


Pointing out that the sun and every 
star in the Milky Way is a natural 
hydrogen bomb in the process of fis- 
sion, the scientist-clergyman observed 
that “it is a sobering thought that God 
made more hydrogen bombs than any- 
thing else.” 


An ironclad agreement by nations 
to renounce atomic weapons, he added, 
would accomplish little in erasing the 
overhanging threat of atomic war be- 
cause in an armed conflict any country 
could be producing nuclear arms again 
within a year. 





Church Groups Launch 


Drive Against Race Betting 
HARRISBURG, Pa. — (RNS) — 
Full-scale attacks against county legal- 
ization of pari-mutuel betting at har- 
ness races were launched simultane- 


ously in the state by the Pennsylvania 
Council of Churches and the Lord’s 
Day Alliance of Pennsylvania. 


The church council warned that a 
“responsible government cannot af- 
ford to use morally questionable meth- 
ods to finance its program.” 


Meanwhile the alliance declared that 
the arguments used by those pushing 
for legal betting “appeal to the lowest 
instinct in men.” 


Under the enabling bill signed by 
Gov. David L. Lawrence, 13 counties 
in the state will hold local option 
elections April 26 on the race betting 
question. Backers of harness racing 
say it would yield at least $5,000,000 
to the state annually in revenue. 


The church council, representing 
some 3,000,000 Protestants in 18 de- 
nominations, has sent thousands of 
pamphlets, posters and handbills to 
the areas where the issue will be voted. 


“You cannot estimate in dollars and 
cents destruction of persons, families, 
governments and communities,” the 
church group stated. “Hidden finan- 
cial costs are inevitable — more police 
and law enforcement, more funds for 
public assistance to feed children 


whose parents blew their food money 
at the track, and more crime. 


“Legalized gambling puts an exces- 
sive amount of money in the hands of 
unscrupulous men who influence un- 
scrupulous politicians to pass unscrup- 
ulous laws. The state will receive five 
per cent from gambling income to do 
its job while 95 per cent will go into 
the hands of the gambler.” 





Clergymen Endorse Church 
Financed School Bible Course 


WINSTON-SALEM, N. C. —(RNS) 
— Members of Forsyth Ministers Fel- 
lowship approved a church-financed 
plan to teach the Bible in this city’s 
junior and senior high schools, but 
said that the proposal required further 
study before being implemented. 


Under the fellowship’s plan a two- 
year course would include the Old 
Testament in the first half and the 
New Testament in the second. The 
Bible teachers would be paid by the 
fellowship. 








Some ask just what objection there 
could be to having a Roman Catholic 
for President of the United States. 
The experience of Dr. Daniel A. Pol- 
ing, editor of the Christian Herald, 
gives a most realistic reason. 


Poling, in his recent book, “Mine 
Eyes Have Seen,” tells of Senator 
John Kennedy submitting to high Ro- 
man Catholic Church authority in 1950, 
by canceling plans to participate in 
an interfaith program. 


Kennedy, according to Dr. Poling, 
had accepted an invitation to be the 
spokesman for Roman Catholics at a 
dinner in Philadelphia to raise funds 
for the construction of the chapel of 
Four Chaplains, dedicated to World 
War II chaplains of all faiths. 


But at the last moment, Poling said, 
Kennedy, then a congressman, reluct- 
antly bowed out, at the request of the 
late Cardinal Dougherty, then arch- 
bishop of Philadelphia. 


Dr. Poling said the congressman’s 
distress was obvious as he relayed this 


Selecting A President 





information. “All but overwhelmed 
with my disappointment,” said Poling, 
“I reminded Mr. Kennedy that the 
banquet was a civic occasion, that all 
faiths were participating, and that we 
were meeting not in a Protestant 
Church, but on neutral ground in a 
hotel. 


“The congressman replied that he 
understood all this and that he had 
done everything he could do to change 
the cardinal’s position, but as a loyal 
son of the Church, he had no alterna- 
tive but not to come.” 


Dr. Poling said: “The Church did 
claim and exercise authority over him 
while he was in high public office, and 
at least once John Kennedy of 
Massachusetts submitted, apparently 
against his own inclinations and better 
judgment to its dictates.” 





“Wisdom resteth in the heart of him 
that hath understanding.” 


~—Reprinted from THE 
BIBLE AND THE NEWS 
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If people but knew something of 
the history of the remarkable mono- 
graph called “The Shorter Catechism”, 
they would be more likely to place 
higher value upon it, and to give more 
attention to its contents. 


It is related that at the 200th an- 
niversary of Nassau Hall of Prince- 
ton, a speaker, Dr. John Baillie, quot- 
ed the first question and answer, from 
this memorable little book: “What is 
the chief end of man? Man’s chief 
end is to glorify God and to enjoy 
Him forever”. The lecturer then add- 
ed: “It is within the context of that 
question and answer, that what we 
call our Western civilization has been 
developed; and I believe our civiliza- 
tion to be doomed to swift destruction 
and decay if it should cease to be 
aware of itself as standing within that 
context’”’. 


The day was lamentable, when the 
Presbyterian Church allowed lethargy, 
or liberalism, or psychology, or a com- 

l bination of them, to persuade it to 
discard the Catechism. The increased 
stress on things material, the mad 
desire for pleasure and popularity, the 
multitudinous demands on our time 
and energy, along with scientific pro- 
gress in such particulars as automo- 
biles, and super-highways, labor-sav- 
ing devices, electronics and astro-phy- 
sics, — all such and many additional 
factors, combined to inveigle us into 
bartering our birthright. It is an 
amplification of the old story, “Feath- 
ers for Worms’’, according to which the 
foolish robin was duped into getting 
meals without work, by swapping his 
feathers for worms, day by day, un- 
til he was unable to fly! What hap- 
pened to the poor bird is matched by 
what is now happening to us. We 
have become earth-bound, money-mad, 
pleasure-bent, intoxicated, literally and 
spiritually, by the spirit(s) of the 
times. 


ee we wa a 
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Of course, all this sad situation is 
not chargeable to our jettison of the 
Shorter Catechism; but the present 
state is due in no small measure to 














In support of content in Christian Education 


| THE SHORTER CATECHISM 


removal of the Shorter Catechism from 
the Church’s life, from our homes, 
from our pulpits, and from our Sun- 
day Schools. 


Inasmuch as doctrine is so indis- 
severable from, and contributory to, 
right living, our tacit decision to leave 
out doctrine, for whatever reason, 
marks the point of our ecclesiastical 
and civic decline from the high stan- 
dards maintained by the founders of 
our Church and of our State. It is 
of more than passing interest to note 
that the debacle in morals is con- 
comitant with, if not directly conse- 
quent of, our diminishing doctrinal 
stress. When we stopped emphasizing 
doctrine, when we began to ease up 
regarding theology, we began to notice 
the lowering of our moral and spirit- 
val level. Doing the work of God 
has forever been conditioned upon be- 
lieving the revelation of God, the 
Scriptures principally teaching “what 
we are to believe concerning God, and 
what duty God requires of man’. 


Dr. William Crowe writes that there 
is no doubt in the world that our en- 
tire Church is slipping, and for the 
sole reason that we are no longer 
training our young people in the Pres- 
byterian system of doctrine. More 
than one minister with a weather eye 
has called attention to the severely de- 
clined list of the young folk who now 
memorize the Shorter Catechism 
(from several hundred down to nine, 
in Texas), as published in the Chris- 
tian Observer, so long and faithfully 
the champion of this cause. It has 
been stated that the officers elect, 
basing their views upon the under- 
standing of the Church Standards, par- 
ticularly the Catechism, do not have 
such understanding, to as high as fifty 
percent! In a number of instances 
the remark has been heard that the 
officers simply do not know the doc- 
trines of our Church. To quote again: 
“So far as the future of our Church 
is involved, the outlook is appalling’. 


It was some time after we had al- 
lowed the pedagogues and their psy- 
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chological coadjutors, the experts, to 
persuade us to cease teaching our chil- 
dren the Shorter Catechism, on the 
score that only what could be under- 
stood by them should be taught to 
them, that Dr. Henry Link, in his 
then prominent, “Return to Religion”, 
came along and shouted down our ears 
that it is psychologically and practical- 
ly unsound pedagogy to have a child 
memorize something which he cannot 
in the present moment understand. 
And common sense tells us that if we 
were to wait for the complete under- 
standing of any subject, to attack it 
and to derive benefit therefrom, we 
would never get anywhere in the 
realm of intellectual progress and prac- 
tical advancement. 


It would seem to be quite providen- 
tial that at such a time as this, Dr. 
C. T. Caldwell, of Waco, emeritus pas- 
tor of the First Church, should adopt 
and foster a movement of increasing 
momentum, towards the re-introduc- 
tion of the Shorter Catechism into the 
various situations of the Church life 
of today. What could do more to cor- 
rect our loose and too often erroneous 
views of God Himself, than to teach 
our children and young folk, and also 
our grown-ups, the Catechism’s: “God 
is a spirit, infinite, eternal, and un- 
changeable, in His being (and in His 
attributes:) wisdom, power, holiness, 
justice, goodness, and truth’! What 
more sublime thought could be enter- 
tained in mortal mind than that “Man’s 
chief end is to glorify God and to en- 
joy Him forever”! That kind of Scrip- 
tural doctrine made our spiritual fore- 
bears the kind of folk that they were! 


How could we better regain our 
lost momentum in Evangelism, as also 
our historic position in Evangelicalism, 
than by memorizing and by transcrib- 
ing into daily practice, the Shorter 
Catechism as regards the means of 
grace: the Word, Sacraments, and 
Prayer, together with all the matters 
allied thereto! Who knows better than 
Catechism students, the nature, of- 
fices, words, and work of the Lord 
Jesus Christ? How can one better 


give reason for the faith that is in 
him than by drawing on the Shorter 
Catechism? The Westminster General 
Assembly (1643ff) referred the Cat- 
echism to four different Committees; 
and finally, after five years of the 
work on the part of the four Commit- 
tees and the General Assembly itself, 
produced what we believe to be the 
most memorable document of its kind 
in print. It was said of their delibera- 
tions that there was “not a sentence 
approved without the most protracted 
and thorough consideration’. Also, 
“there was not a word without the clos- 
est scrutiny, proving itself to be just 
the right word”. From the 250th Me- 
morial Addresses, we quote: “It is 
likely that there is not another Cat- 
echism regarding which one-tenth of 
the time and ability and labor and 
learning, were expended, as were em- 
ployed in the production of these two 
Catechisms” (Larger and Shorter). 
And the result was not the work of 
one man, as were the Catechisms of 
Luther and of Calvin, nor the work 
of two men, as was the Heidelberg, 
nor the work of four men, as in the 
case of the Roman, but the work, 
over five years, of the most learned 
and prayerful deliberations of the 
whole General Assembly.” 


It was a galaxy of piety and schol- 
arship such as has rarely if ever, else- 
where been gathered together. They 
reduced the cardinal doctrines of 
Scripture to the briefest possible com- 
pass, leaving out no essential, and in 
most accurate and completely covered 
form, each doctrine being in the right 
place and rightly related to all the 
other doctrines. It is no wonder that 
other Churches than our own have 
turned to the Westminster Shorter 
Catechism to find clear, precise, truth- 
ful presentation of doctrine. 


Folk who dwell in mountainous 
lands develop strong physiques. So al- 
so, people who dwell in the sublime 
heights of Scriptural doctrine, develop 
and maintain ample spiritual propor- 
tions, tall mentality, hardy stamina, 
godly character. Truth is in order to 
godliness, — so our forefathers held; 
so we hold. How urgent then is this 
compendium of Scripture truth, for 
the Christian stature of Church mem- 
bers! How pressing the need for re- 
instating it into its former place in 
the life of the Church! As we abide 
in His Word, we know the Truth; and 
the Truth shall make us free! 

” 1 7 7 - 
Dr. Gribble is Professor of Old Test- 


ament at Austin Theological Seminary. 


The Biblical Expositor 


A Review Article 


THE BIBLICAL EXPOSITOR, ed. 
by Carl F. H. Henry. A. J. Holman 
Co., Philadelphia. 3. Vols., $6.95 each. 

Here is a major contribution to the 


steady stream of evangelical study 
helps beginning to come from the 
presses of evangelical and, especially, 
Reformed publishers. 


The Holman Company, long recog- 
nized as a leader in the printing of Bi- 
bles, has sponsored a work, in the BIB- 
LICAL EXPOSITOR, tremendous in 
scope and stimulating in effect. Sixty- 
five distinguished evangelical scholars 
from three continents have contribut- 
ed to this exposition of the entire Bi- 
ble. Such names, familiar to the read- 
ers of the Journal, as Wilbur M. Smith, 
Oswald T. Allis, Merril F. Unger, J. 
G. S. S. Thomson, Andrew W. Black- 
wood, Wick Broomall, James I. Pack- 
er, Gordon H. Clark, Leon Morris, 
Merrill C. Tenney, appear in the list 
of authors. 


One of the most exciting things 
about current Bible study helps is that 
the best ones are just now beginning 
to appear. For too long the commen- 
tary field has been dominated by 
critical, destructive and unbelieving 
treatments of the Bible. If not out- 
right blasphemous most recent study 
helps manage to plant a question or a 
doubt even as they purport to give a 
fair exposition. 


Today, however, wonderful helps 


are becoming available in increasing 
quantity. The TYNDALE commen- 
taries on the New Testament, (Eerd- 
mans), are concise, inexpensive and 
simple. The NEW INTERNATIONAL 
COMMENTARY, of seventeen  vol- 
umes, (Eerdmans), is a little more 
elaborate, containing larger matters 
of grammatical, historical and textual 
interest. The EVANGELICAL BIBLE 
COMMENTARY, of forty volumes, 
(Zondervan), is a complete set worthy 
of any library. And the NEW BIBLE 
COMMENTARY, ed. by Davidson, is 
a one-volume must for every Bible-stu- 
dent. These works are faithful to the 
integrity of the Bible as the revealed 
Word of God. They are written from 
a reverent, believing standpoint. They 
do not pick to pieces, cast doubts, 
plant suspicions. 


The BIBLICAL EXPOSITOR, while 
spiritually kin to these others, differs 
from them in scope and purpose. Not a 
detailed commentary, it is rather a run- 
ning exposition, offering the thought 
content of each of the Biblical books 
in much the fashion of Dr. Erdman’s 
famous series. When you have fin- 
ished going through a Book of the 
Bible with one of these authors (which 
you can easily do in one sitting) you 
will know that you have read a trust- 
worthy explanation of what the in- 
spired writer said. 

—G. A. T. 








Which Way Gravity? 


There is a law of spiritual gravi- 
tation. Its pull is downward towards 
hell until a person is saved by ac- 
cepting the only means of salvation— 
the blood of Christ. At that time a 
marvelous, unscientific and unnatural 
change takes place. The gravitation 
“pull” on the new saved person re- 
verses and thereafter draws him up- 
ward toward heaven. This is one of 
the best proofs of the genuineness of 
our Christian faith. It is as remark- 
able a miracle as if the natural gravi- 
tation of this earth should suddenly 
reverse upward. 


The difference is just this: For the 
Christian it is a little easier to move 
upward, while for the citizen of the 
world there is less resistance on the 
downside. 


Which way are you moving? Are 
you a better, a loftier Christian than 








you were a year ago? You had better 
check up on that, for there are many 
Christians who, through indifference, 
worldliness or thoughtlessness, are 
neutralizing the upward “pull” which 
God exerts on His chosen ones. 


The answer, of course, is yielding. 
God is drawing us to Him, but we 
must willingly yield to His will. He 
will not fight the world pull for place 
in our lives. That is up to us. We 
must stop resisting, and if we do just 
that then God’s law of spiritual gravi- 
tation operates normally in our lives 
and we are drawn to him. 


In our own strength—as between 
Heaven or Hell—we would be lost. 
But the odds are on our side because 
of God’s attraction for His own. 


—Col. Roy: LeCraw ~ 


Atlanta, Ga. 
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To be a Christian 


BEING BAPTIZED 


FOLLOWING is the fourth in a projected series of eight devotional studies 


which will appear until Easter, suitable for use by special study groups preparing 


for Church Membership.—Ed. 


What does it mean to be baptized? 
If you were going to become a Chris- 
tian, one of the first things that would 
be asked of you would be, “Have you 
been baptized?” And if you were join- 
ing a church by the profession of your 
faith, after answering the necessary 
questions about your faith the next 
thing you would be asked is, “Have 
you been baptized, and if not are you 
ready to be baptized?” In our study 
today we are asking ourselves, “What 
does it mean to be baptized?” 


A PUBLIC TESTIMONY 


The first thing that comes to our 
minds as we think of this subject is 
that it is a way of letting the world 
know that we believe in Jesus Christ. 
And are reminded that the entire mat- 
ter of belonging to a church and of 
being counted a Christian centers in 
the name of the Lord Jesus Christ. 


So far as the public is concerned, 
the significance of being a Christian 
depends upon the reputation of Jesus 
Christ. But so far as your personal 
relationship to Him is concerned, when 
you want everyone in the world to 
know that you have been counted a 
Christian, you accept what we call 
Christian Baptism. 


The name of the Lord Jesus is a 
meaningful name in this world. Just 
stop and think of His influence in 
the life of the world. We identify 
this year as 1960 and by that we mean 
that according to our calendar it has 
been 1960 years since the birth of 
Jesus Christ (give or take a few). 
Now God did not ask us to reckon our 
years in this way. It is just an indica- 
tion of the way the Lord Jesus Christ 
is held in esteem by our culture. 


Then, aside from our individual ex- 
periences of Christ, the world recog- 
nizes that there is such a thing abroad 
as “Christianity.” And by that the 
world (or that part of it which be- 


MANFORD GEO. GUTZKE, D.D., Ph.D. 


longs to the so-called West) identifies 
virtually the entire movement of the 
history of Western Civilization since 
He was here in the flesh. Even those 
who do not themselves pretend to be 
Christian acknowledge that almost 
every good thing which has developed 
in our civilization is Christian in ori- 
gin. Take, for an example, the work 
of the Red Cross. All over the world 
the Red Cross is recognized as a sym- 
bol of mercy and of service. Of course 
it is but a symbol of the Cross of Cal- 
vary. For it’s the red cross of Cal- 
vary that people lift up when they say 
they are going to do good to other 
people. 


Then there is the personal testi- 
mony of individual Christians and of 
all Christians together. This thing is 
recognized throughout the world. 
Wherever you go you meet people who 
say they belong to the Lord Jesus, 
who worship Him and obey Him as 
God. These people “confess” Jesus 
Christ and this thing causes His Name 
to become known. So far as the world 
itself is concerned, mankind can be di- 
vided into two classes: those who be- 
long to the Lord Jesus Christ and those 
who do not belong to Him. 


Now according to the Gospel, it 
would appear that the Lord Jesus died, 
potentially for all men. The power 
of His Atonement is such that the 
whole world could be saved by it and 
we read that He died that “whosoever 
believeth in Him should not perish 
but have everlasting life’. In the 
world some believe that. They have 
received Him and they have made an 
open confession of their faith in Him. 
These are the people we call Chris- 
tians. And these are the people who 
want to be baptized. 


DIFFERENT WAYS OF 
CONFESSING CHRIST 


There are different ways we confess 
Christ. Primarily we do it by identi- 


fying ourselves with His Name. The 
Name of the Lord Jesus is like a ban- 
ner flown in the wind. Confessing 
Him is like going over and standing 
by that banner. If we do not confess 
Him we stand with the crowd that 
looks at the banner but remains apart 
from it. 


We confess Him by word of mouth. 
We say, “I believe in the Lord Jesus 
Christ.” That, of course, is not an in- 
fallible testimony, for no one knows 
the secret thoughts of any man’s heart. 
Nevertheless it is one way in which a 
person may be openly identified with 
the Lord Jesus. 


We also confess Him in our conduct. 
Of course it isn’t enough to say that 
if you live a good life people will 
know you are a Christian for there are 
many people who are “good” and yet 
who do not believe in Jesus Christ. 
You see, goodness is a relative term. 
Some people have a little, other peo- 
ple have more, or less, “goodness’’. 
And even if a person is not a Christian 
he may show kindness and charity in 
his relations with others. So you can- 
not tell entirely by his conduct wheth- 
er a person belongs to Christ. In fact, 
I’ve met some people outside the 
Church who were nicer people than 
some I have known inside the Church. 
Maybe it wasn’t as it should be, but 
this is important: the name “Chris- 
tian” does not mean that you have 
reached a certain standard of good- 
ness. It suggests that you belong to 
the Lord Jesus Christ; that you are 
trusting in Him; that you are standing 
in His strength and not your own. 


People who belong to the Lord 
Jesus are inclined to be kind and they 
are inclined to be true and inclined 
to be loving and inclined to be tender. 
They are sympathetic and they are 
helpful, but these characteristics do 
not always make a clear case for or 
against a Christian. Of course if a 
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person says that he believes in the 
Lord Jesus but shows no evidence of 
it in his conduct you wouldn’t pay 
much attention to what he says. That’s 
what James was writing about. But 
I must insist that the most significant 
thing in your life, if you are a Chris- 
tian, is not whether you are helpful 
to other people, whether you give to 
charity or whether your general con- 
duct is above reproach. It is whether 
you have received the Lord Jesus. 
The thief on the cross belonged to Him 
before He died, but there is nothing 
whatever that history records to the 
credit of that thief’s conduct. 


BAPTISM IS A SIGN 


There is one thing that you can do, 
one action which you can perform, 
which is universally recognized as a 
sign that you do mean what you say 
when you confess that you believe in 
Jesus Christ. You can submit to 
Christian Baptism, or publicly ratify 
your baptism in infancy in a profession 
of your faith. 


Remember that when John the Bap- 
tist was preaching and calling people 
to repentance he would baptize them? 
Their baptism was the sign that they 
accepted John’s preaching and that 
they wanted to be identified with what 
he said. It was something like the 
modern practice of walking down the 
aisle and giving your hand to the 
preacher. Such an action is a public 
endorsement of the message of the 
preacher and an acceptance of his in- 
vitation. 


During World War I, I joined the 
Canadian army. When I enlisted, I 
signed certain papers, placing my sig- 
nature to documents in which it was 
implied that I would yield myself to 
certain discipline and that I would 
accept certain responsibility; that I 
would be a good soldier and that I 
would take orders and obey them for 
the duration of the war. Now my sig- 
nature, placed upon those documents 
one time, committed me to a whole 
life of service. Baptism is something 
like that. 


Another way to understand it is to 
compare it to a wedding ceremony. 
During a wedding ceremony the groom 
gives the bride a ring. The ring is a 
symbol of the marriage, showing that 
these have given themselves to each 
other as husband and wife. Just wear- 
ing a ring doesn’t make someone mar- 
ried — and marriages may take place 
without rings. But in a proper mar- 
riage that is the way things go and 





it is a sign before the whole world 
that you are married. Baptism is like 
that. 


BAPTISM IS A SEAL 


Now baptism is not only a sign, it 
is a “seal.” In Order to explain this 
phase of it, I will have to speak of 
things not easily understood. We be- 
lieve that Baptism not only represents 
something, it imparts or bestows some- 
thing. 

You will remember that at the time 
of the Baptism of the Lord Jesus, the 
Holy Spirit descended upon Him in 
the form of a dove. John the Baptist 
had said, earlier, that the One who 
would follow Him would baptize His 
people, not so much with water as 
with the Holy Spirit and with Fire 
(Matt. 3:11). The Lord Jesus Christ 
Himself had told His disciples to wait 
for the “Baptism” of the Holy Spirit 
and the Scripture describes in detail 
what happened on the day that He was 
given — the day of Pentecost. On 
that day, “cloven tongues as of fire’”’ 
descended upon the heads of each dis- 
ciple and they spoke with tongues in a 
marvelous outpouring of Power 
(Acts 2). 





The end of all learning is to know 
Jesus Christ, and out of that knowl- 
edge to love and imitate Him. — Mil- 
ton THE NEW DICTIONARY OF 
THOUGHTS. 





Now a Christian is born when a 
sinner receives the Holy Spirit by 
faith in Jesus Christ. Baptism signi- 
fies this. And it is because the 
descent of the Holy Spirit is represent- 
ed in the mode of sprinkling that we 
sprinkle instead of immerse. We sig- 
nify the action of the Holy Spirit as 
He possesses the heart of a person 
when we baptize. You see, it is not 
so much the death of Christ that is 
represented (His death is showed forth 
in the Lord’s Supper) as the Pente- 
costal experience of receiving the Holy 
Spirit. And this is not only represent- 
ed, it is actually “sealed.” That is to 
say the Holy Spirit actually comes in 
response to Faith in the Sacrament of 
Baptism. A blessing is actually re- 
ceived. 


This aspect of our Faith is not easy 
to understand. We do not believe 
that the blessing of God is automati- 
cally given in Baptism, only by Faith. 
An adult believer professes his own 
Faith before he is baptized. An in- 
fant is brought by believing parents. 
And we must remember that Baptism 
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is not administered to the children of 
parents who are unbelievers. 


In the case of children, it is our 
Faith that God sends His Holy Spirit 
into Christian homes and that He not 
only rests upon the adult members of 
the house, He also enters into the 
hearts of Christian children, enabling 
them to “grow in the nurture and ad- 
monition of the Lord.” 


Let’s think of the Lord’s Supper 
for a moment as we try to understand 


the blessing received in Baptism. 
When we take the bread and 
wine in the Supper it is sim- 


ple bread and simple wine (grape 
juice in most of our churches). But 
the believer in Jesus Christ, receiving 
those “elements” in Faith, receives 
more than bread and wine: he receives 
a blessing. We actually believe that 
the Holy Spirit of the Lord enters in. 
Thus we say that the Sacrament “con- 
veys Grace”. 


This is what is meant when we say 
that Baptism is a “seal” as well as a 
sign. In it, God puts His seal or 
“stamp” upon His own. In the words 
of Scripture, we are “sealed with that 
Holy Spirit of promise” (Eph. 1:13). 


There is a verse in Scripture which 
says, “For as the rain cometh down 
and the snow from heaven and re- 
turneth not thither but watereth the 
earth and maketh it bring forth and 
bud ... So shall my Word be that 
goeth forth out of my mouth” (Isa. 
55:10). The figure of rain is descrip- 
tive of the Grace of God. We think 
of Grace as a divine enabling which 
descends making the heart fruitful and 
able to do His will. All of this is made 
vivid as a sign and is also “sealed” in 
Baptism. 


One final word: Baptism does not 
save a person. We are not teaching 
that if a person is baptized he will 
go to Heaven and that if he is not 
baptized he will not. Strangely 
enough there are some people who 
call themselves Christians who say 
just that. But the Bible teaches that 
the only way to be sure to get to 
Heaven is to believe in the Lord Jesus 
Christ. That is something we can 
surely do and Baptism is the Christian 
sign and seal of what happens when 
we do. 

7 7 « * > 

This study is also available on tape. 
Write THE BIBLE FOR YOU, Inc., 
Box 8395, Station F., Atlanta 6, Ga. 
Ask for No. 60-200-4. Each tape, on 
which there are four studies, $3.00. 


Communism In 


The Churches 


One of the most penetrating an- 
alyses in the current hassle over Air 
Force manuals, Communism and the 
Churches has come from Dr. Clyde 
W. Taylor, secretary of public affairs 
for the National Association of Evan- 
gelicals. Dr. Taylor points out that 
there is a great difference between 
Communism as the government of a 
particular country and Communism as 
an ideology (generally defined as a 
particular form of Socialism). And 
Dr. Taylor goes on to comment on 
the danger of associating a man’s 
ideological position with respect to 
socialistic ideas (which might make 
him a double first cousin of the Com- 
munist, ideologically) with his political 
position with respect to International 
Communism (for which he may have 
only revulsion). Said Dr. Taylor: 


“Evangelicals are generally inclined 
to accept a just capitalism as the most 
workable modus vivendi in the social 
order of this world, whereas many lib- 
eral churchmen are committed to the 
principles of Socialism. Evangelicals 
believe that the redemptive claims of 
Jesus Christ can only find relevance 
to the human situation within the in- 
dividual context first, whereas liberal 
Christianity makes its attempt to ‘re- 
deem the social order’ apart from in- 
dividual regeneration. 

“Within this context it can be seen 
why certain liberal churchmen have 
frequently called for social revolution. 
While it may be true that they have not 
adopted the Marxist-Lenin phase of so- 
cialism, there has been a tendency to 
promote a ‘social’ gospel which has 
been related at points to the (ideologi- 
cal) objectives of Communism. 

“We wish to make it clear that we 
have been greatly concerned about 





EDIJORIALS 


Narrow-Minded 
Liberalism 


We have just received word that a 
large, Eastern Seminary (not ours) 
has declared a moratorium on campus 
speakers known to represent conserva- 
tive Christianity. On account of the 
moratorium, an official of Intervarsity 
was invited to an off-campus home in 
order that the students might hear 
him. And a conference between repre- 
sentatives of Young Life and the stu- 
dents was forbidden. 


Such censorship tactics against “con- 
taminating influences” when these are 
from evangelical Christianity are sig- 
nificant of the times. This same insti- 
tution encourages free academic in- 
quiry into liberal and radical intellec- 
tual disciplines. But radical theology 
recognizes a different sort of danger 
in conservative Christianity. Because 
it is beginning to feel the effect of 
an upsurging Evangelicalism which it 
believes must be stopped at all costs, 
radical theology is willing to abandon 
its broad-mindedness in this particular 
in a desperate effort to “save” the 
long-heralded sophisticated religious 


world which looks as if it may die 
aborning. 


But the censorship is having at least 
a partial effect, witness the spiritual 
caliber of many seminaries. An editor 
recently wrote, in this connection, “A 
young student from one of our the- 
ological mills recently asked me, 
‘What do you mean by sound doc- 
trine?’ I confess that after searching 
my soul, I decided that I had no an- 
swer. At least, no answer for him. 
The soil had never been prepared. It 
would be like trying to plant and cul- 
tivate wheat on solid rock. ‘Sound 
doctrine’ could have no meaning what- 
soever to a young theolog, prepared 
for the ministry and for life by the 
processes he had known.” 


This year an overture is coming to 
the General Assembly expressing oppo- 
sition to Youth for Christ, Intervarsity, 
Young Life, ete. If the proponents 
of that overture are really interested 
in “undenominational” movements for 
reasons other than the fact that they 
are evangelical, they will add to 
their list such “undenominational”’ pro- 
grams as the very radical “Faith and 
Life Community” operating in their 
immediate area. 





certain reactionary evangelicals who 
have sought to remedy the situation 
by name-calling and innuendo. We be- 
lieve that such tactics, implying guilt 
by association, are unbecoming those 
who have taken unto themselves the 


name Christian. Such _ techniques 
smack of Pharisaism in its worst 
sense.” 


Dr. Taylor went on to call for a 
thorough study of the whole matter 
of the relationship between the the- 
ology of the churches and current 
politics. His suggestion has merit. 





Spotlight—A frica 


Never in the annals of evangelism 
has anything quite as daring and 
unique been undertaken as Billy Gra- 
ham’s trip through Africa, just come 
to a close. 


That this has captured the imagina- 
nation of the secular prass is evidenced 
by the reams of copy sent out by rep- 
resentatives of the Associated Press 
and other press services. These men 
were assigned this task by their respec- 
tive news agencies and have taken 
their assignment seriously. The re- 
ports have been deeply sympathetic 
and at the same time have focused the 
eyes of their readers on a part of the 
world now increasingly important. 


In addition to the press coverage 
158 television stations in America have 
carried pictures of Mr. Graham’s meet- 
ings in their world news coverage. 


The unusual gifts with which Mr. 
Graham is endowed have been in evi- 
dence again and again. Never before 
has he been challenged as frequently 
and with as much publicity as was he 
challenged by Moslem, nationalist 
and even leaders representing some of 
the darkest practices still abroad in 
Africa. In every case God seemed to 
give to Mr. Graham special wisdom so 
that his answers were always cour- 
teous, enlightening and firm. One 
newspaper man remarked: “That guy 
simply has the right answers at the 
right time.’”’ Others recognized that in 
answer to the prayers of God’s people 
Mr. Graham was given the “right an- 
swers at the right time.” 


Mr. Graham’s growing stature as 
one of the leading world figures 
emerges even more clearly from this 
African crusade. The world (often 
the secular world sees these things 
first), recognizes in Mr. Graham a man 
who is humble and at the same time 
endued with a holy boldness which 
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dares stand before the world and pro- 
claim that there is but one God and 
that there is but one hope — faith in 
the work of the Son of God. 


This Christian witness stands out 
with an even more remarkable bold- 
ness because of the general concern 
of the Church in secondary matters. 
While Mr. Graham preaches Christ 
and Him crucified as the only hope 
of men and nations so many Church 
leaders seem more concerned with the 
by-products of the Christian faith, of- 
ten bypassing the root of Christianity 
while looking for the fruit. 


As this is being written we have 
before us today’s newspaper. In one 
column there is a penetrating analysis 
of Mr. Graham’s work in Africa by 
Associated Press correspondent, Lynn 
Heinzerling, who travelled with him 
and watched with the critical eye of 
a trained journalist. We read: “The 
long-legged, quick-smiling preacher 
travelled thousands of miles and spoke 
from dozens of pulpits. He talked to 
hundreds of missionaries and clergy- 
men of all faiths. Bible in hand, he 
met with heads of state and the lowest 
and most suspicious bush dwellers... 
In his talks with political leaders, as 
in his sermons, Graham does not de- 
viate from what he considers his sole 
purpose in life — Christian evan- 
gelism. If discussion gets off into 
politics, he brings it back.” 


Because of this tour Christians have 
been united, mission work greatly en- 
couraged, nationals impressed with 
the relevancy of the Christian message 
while some 35,000 people made public 
decisions for Christ, including in their 
number Africans, Europeans, Asiastics 
— people of many backgrounds taking 
their stand for the Savior of all who 
will accept Him. 


Next to the three partial columns 
from the AP reporter in this particu- 
lar paper there is another short col- 
umn, also an AP report — from Phil- 
adelphia. There the Council of 
Churches has refused to support Mr. 
Graham’s crusade in that city in 1961 
“because some disapprove of mass 
evangelism and of Mr. Graham’s em- 
phasis on theology.” 

The Crusade will go on in Phila- 
delphia because there are hundreds of 
churches which have invited Mr. Gra- 
ham. But one wonders whether his- 
tory — and eternity — will not bear 
witness to the fact that con- 
fronted with a great testimony, a great 
opportunity and great and relevant 
preaching some who should have 
known better turned their backs. 





A Layman And His Church 


TRUTH ALREADY PERFECTED 


We have looked with considerable 
distaste on those who claim some new 
and special revelation from God. Mor- 
manism for instance, is built upon 
such claims while many other cults 
have their origins in similar decep- 
tions. 


Such an attitude is not confined to 
the so-called lunatic fringe or the ed- 
ucationally deficient. There are some 
who in the name of modern scholar- 
ship, now say that devout minds are 
receiving new revelations which may 
be comparable with Holy Scripture. 


There are two ways to test such as- 
sertions. 


First: are they in any way contrary 
to the revelation we already have in 
the Bible? God does not contradict 
Himself. His truth does not change. 
The written Word, when interpreted 
to the human mind by the Holy Spirit, 
is fixed and abiding. 


Secondly: What evidence is there of 
divinely revealed truth over and above 
the Scriptures? The prophets of old 
were practically a unit in warning 
against false prophets, men who said 
they spoke for God when they spoke 
for no one but themselves. 


The present trend does not seem 
to stem from theologians and phil- 
osophers themselves so much as from 
the attitude of men who, having de- 
nied the finality of divine revelation 
as found in the Scriptures, cast around 
for evidence of a new message from 
God, attributing to favorite thinkers 
and writers gifts they themselves 
might be the first to disclaim. 


In Spurgeon’s “Twelve Sermons on 
the Holy Spirit” there is a long para- 
graph on this subject. He writes: 

“I have heard many fanatical per- 
sons say the Holy Spirit revealed this 
and that to them. Now that is very 
generally revealed nonsense. The Holy 
Ghost does not reveal anything fresh 
now. He brings old things to our 
remembrance. ‘He shall teach you all 
things, and bring all things to your 
remembrance whatsoever I have told 
you.’ The canon of revelation is closed; 
there is no more to be added. God 
does not give a fresh revelation, but 
He rivets the old one. When it has 
been forgotten, and laid in the dusty 
chamber of our memory, He fetches 
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it out and cleans the picture, but does 
not paint a new one. There are no new 
doctrines, but the old ones are often 
revived. It is not, I say, by any new 
revelation that the Spirit comforts. 
He does so by telling us old things 
over again; He brings a fresh lamp 
to manifest the treasures hidden in 
Scripture; He unlocks the strong chests 
in which the truth had long lain, and 
He points to secret chambers filled 
with untold riches; but He coins no 
more, for enough is done. 


“Believer! there is enough in the Bi- 
ble for thee to live upon forever. if 
thou shouldst outnumber the years of 
Methuselah, there would be no need 
for a fresh revelation; if thou shouldst 
live till Christ should come upon the 
earth, there would be no necessity for 
the addition of a single word; if thou 
shouldst go down as deep as Jonah, 
or even descend as David said he did, 
into the belly of hell, still there would 
be enough in the Bible to comfort thee 
without a supplementary sentence. 
But Christ says, ‘He shall take of 
mine and shall show it unto you.’ ” 


Our quest must not be for new 
revelations but for a work of the Holy 
Spirit in our own minds and hearts; 
a work which will make clear the 
meaning of that which we already 
have and a willingness to submit to 
that truth. 


Most of us are the victims of pre- 
suppositions of one kind or another. 
Where these run counter to the Bible 
our first problem is to pray that the 
Holy Spirit will take over, enabling us 
to apprehend truth which can never 
be understood or accepted by the nat- 
ural mind. 


It is at this point that many of us 
face our greatest need: we persist in 
trying to explain a supernatural mes- 
sage on natural terms and in so do- 
ing the Bible cannot speak to our 
hearts. 


Why must we. look elsewhere for 
further revelations of divine truth? 
For centuries men have found every- 
thing needed within the pages of the 
Holy Scriptures. The fact that men 
have edged out into space a little 
farther; that some additional secrets 


(Cont. on p. 16, Col. 3) 


Jacksonville, Fla., April 28 - May % 


The 100th General Assembly 


1. AD INTERIM COMMITTEES 


Sometimes an Assembly finds itself facing questions that it cannot decide 
in the time allotted to it. For this reason (and others, related) it often 
appoints Ad Interim committees to work on a problem and report back 
to the next Assembly. Sometimes “in the interim” business is given to-an 


existing Board or Agency to study. 


The following are the results of such 


deliberations coming before this meeting of the Assembly: 


1. To prepare a “Brief Statement 
of Belief’. This committee was ap- 
pointed two years ago in answer to 
an overture from the Presbytery of 
Hanover which alleged that the “Brief 
Statement” hitherto bound with copies 
of the Confession of Faith is no longer 
adequate. The work of the committee 
is to prepare an abbreviated state- 
ment of what the Church believes, not 
to take the place of the official Con- 
fession, but rather to serve as a sort 
of “guide” for persons unable to study 
or evaluate the Confession itself. 


This committee was unable to pre- 
pare its report in time for the 1959 
Assembly. It is reporting, again, that 
it has not completed its work. The 
Assembly will hear, therefore, a re- 
port of progress only and will pro- 
ceed to other business. 


2. To “Clarify and recommend a 
revision of paragraphs 3, 4, and 7 of 
Chap. III in the Confession, if neces- 
sary”. This committee was appoint- 
ed last year in response to the in- 
creasing clamor against the “negative” 
aspects of the doctrine of Predestina- 
tion: the affirmations of Reprobation 
made by the Confession. This com- 
mittee is reporting “progress” to the 
Assembly — in short that it has not 
finished its work. It is further re- 
questing that the Church at large send 
in expressions of its mind during the 
year ahead. If the report is approved 
by the Assembly, the Journal will 
print the names and addresses of the 
committee members and encourage 
such correspondence. 


8. To “Study the Women’s Work, 
Men’s Work and the total Adult Work 
program of the Church.” This com- 
mittee was appointed last year in an 
action growing out of the Assembly’s 
response to an overture from John 
Knox Presbytery to dissolve the pres- 
ent Board of Women’s Work and cre- 
ate a Division of Women’s Work with- 
in the Board of Christian Education 
as is now the case with Men’s Work. 





The committee, in its report, takes 
note: 1) that women do not serve in 
the Courts of the Church and in the 
ministry, constituting a strong argu- 
ment against abolishing the Board of 
Women’s Work; 2) that none of the 
other fourteen denominational struc- 
tures studied by the committee places 
its Women’s Work within its Board 
of Education; 3) that there is present- 
ly functioning a highly effective In- 
ter-Board Adult Council which seems 
to answer the need for close coordi- 
nation between the various phases of 
Adult Work. The committee further 
observes that Men’s Work seems to be 
set up as well as it can practically be 
set up. The committee therefore rec- 
ommends no organizational or juris- 
dictional changes in Women’s Work, 
or other phases of adult work; but 
the committee asks to be allowed to 
make its final report in 1962. We be- 
lieve the Assembly will accept this re- 
port. 


4. Two other matters requiring ad 
interim attention were referred to the 
existing committee on Christian Rela- 
tions: 1) the answer to an overture 
from the Presbytery of Brazos request- 
ing a thorough study of capital pun- 
ishment; and the answer to an over- 
ture from the Presbytery of Potomac 
requesting a study of the Christian’s 
attitude towards participation in mod- 
ern war. 


With respect to the study of capital 
punishment, the Christian Relations 
committee is reporting progress only. 
With respect to the problem of war, 
the committee’s report 1) grants to 
individual Christians the obligation to 
decide for themselves whether they 
will serve in the armed forces; 2) rec- 
ognizes the necessity for the U. S. to 
maintain a policy of preparedness 
which nevertheless will not provoke 
attack; 3) suggests that the same prin- 
ciples of morality and charity guiding 
individuals in their relationships should 
apply in international relations; 4) ob- 


(Cont. on p. 16, Col. 2) 


SYNOD OF ALABAMA 
Birmingham 

Ministers: James S. Cantrell, A. B. de Gal- 
laspy, J. S. Mansfield. 
J. O. Williams, Sr., Albert W. 
Castleberry, J. Edgar Jones. 

Central Alabama 
Ministers: Calvin Eugene Houston. 
Elders: Elritt Meacham, Jr. 

East Alabama 
Ministers: James Somerville, Charles L. 
Landrum, Jr., J. M. McKnight. 
P. M. Lightfoot, Neil O. Davis, 
W. J. Williamson. 
Mobile 

Ministers: T. M. McMillan, Jr., Peter 
Blair. 
D. L. Brown, Hugh C. Cou- 
sar, Jr. 

North Alabama 
Ministers: Harry B. Wade, James H. Pat- 


Elders: 


Elders: 


Elders: 


terson. 
Elders: Thomas Nalls, Robert Conard. 
Tuscaloosa 
Ministers: W. Warrington Preston, Sam 
Burney Hay. 
Elders: W. H. Bruce, Charles Town- 
send. 


SYNOD OF APPALACHIA 
Abingdon 

Ministers: E. H. Anderson, W. T. Manson, 
Jr., Manson B. Tate. 
John S. Fulcher, J. Randolph 
Scott, T. E. Mallory. 

Asheville 
Ministers: Thomas Sproule, W. H. Mar- 
quis, H. B. Dendy. 
C. A. Stone, Ben L. McGlamery, 
Fred Davidson. 

Holston 
Ministers: M. O. Sommers, H. H. Van- 
Cleve, Daniel Reese Thomas, 
Jr., H. B. Foran. 
J. W. Crockett, Joe G. Brown, 
J. Fred Sweeten, J. B. Miles. 

Knoxville 
Ministers: John H. McKinnon, John H. 
Thompson, Jr., D. R. Freeman, 
Samuel Wiley, J. M. Carr. 
Richard W. Parker, R. B. Boyd, 
Dawson King, Ralph E. Moore, 
D. Brantly Burns. 


SYNOD OF ARKANSAS 
East Arkansas 
Ministers: John D. Spragins, Jr., W. Har- 


Elders: 


Elders: 


Elders: 


Elders: 


old Owen. 
Elders: Jack Fawcett, Charles Adams. 
Ouachita 
Ministers: E. Frank Lothery, L. T. Law- 
rence. 
Elders: James H. Nelson, Edward A. 
Dilliard. 
Washburn 
Ministers: Marion A. Boggs, Richard B. 
Hardie, Jr. 
Elders: J. R. Fair, Scott Hunter. 
SYNOD OF FLORIDA 
The Everglades 
Elders: A. R. Martin, Charles McClure, 


John Fain, Frank Alfred Mathes. 
Ministers: John M. McCollough, Kent 
Earl Kelley, W. A. Legeman, 
Wm. H. Packard. 
Florida 
Ministers: Bruce H. Wideman, Robert H. 
Hull, Joseph W. Conyers, Jr. 
W. D. Bach, J. H. Vaughn, Mal- 
colm Morrison. 
St. Johns 
Ministers: W. B. Guerrant, Paul M. Edris, 


(Cont. on p. 16, Col. 1) 
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By THE REV. J. KENTON PARKER 


Humility In The Kingdom 


Bible Material: Matthew 5:3-5; Luke 14:7-14; 16:19-31 
Devotional Reading: I Peter 5:1-11 


Humility is one of the greatest of Christian graces. 
The tree that is loaded with fruit bends lowest toward 
the ground. One of the Church Fathers — Augustine, 
as I remember — when asked which were the three 
greatest Christian graces, replied, “the first is humility; 
the second is humility; the third is humility.” 


Now humility must be real humility, not a false 
Uriah Heep type. There is such a thing as being 
proud of our make-believe humility. So it is with 
. There are some things we can be justly proud 
of. “My soul shall make her boast in the Lord” (Psa. 
34:2). We can never be too proud of God, our Savior 
and Redeemer. We can, like Paul, glory in the cross 
of our Lord Jesus Christ. Paul was proud of some of 
his churches. Let us be careful, however, that we do 
not have the sort of pride which God resents and con- 
demns. Let us have true humility. 


The best example of true humility is our Lord Jesus 
Christ. One of our professors in the Seminary used 
to say that if the sun in the sky should suddenly be- 
come a speck of dust it would be nothing compared 
to the Son of God becoming man: “Ye know the grace 
of our Lord Jesus Christ, that, though He was rich, yet 
for your sakes He became poor that ye through His 
poverty might be made rich” (II Cor. 8:9). He left 
the Ivory Palaces and came to earth to be born in a 
stable and live the life of one of us. “Let this mind 
be in you, which was also in Christ Jesus: Who, being 
in the form of God, thought it not robbery to be equal 
with God: but made Himself of no reputation (emptied 
Himself) , and took upon Him the form of a servant, 
and was made in the likeness of men; and being found 
in fashion as a man, He humbled Himself, and became 
obedient unto death, even the death of the cross” 
(Phil. 2:7). Watch Him in the upper room as He 
takes the towel and basin of water and washes the 
disciples’ feet, leaving us an example that we should 
follow in His steps. “If ye know these things, happy are 
ye, if ye do them” (John 13:17). He tried over and 
over again to teach this lesson of humility to the dis- 
ciples for they were constantly discussing the question 
of who should be the greatest in the kingdom of 
heaven. 


John the Baptist is a fine example of humility. 
When they asked him who he was, he replied that he 
was just a voice in the wilderness calling men to re- 
pentance. He told them that the One coming after 
him was far greater; that he was not worthy to stoop 
down and unloose the latchet of His shoes. When 
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they told him of the many who were flocking to Jesus, 
he said, “He must increase, but I must decrease” (John 
3:30). One of the greatest things about John was this 
genuine humility. 


Now let us turn to our Devotional Reading taken 
from I Peter 5:1-11. I want to quote several verses. 
After reading and pondering them I wish you to 
imagine the absurdity of calling such a man, who wrote 
such words, the “First Pope”! It is true that Jesus 
said to Peter, “I give you the keys to the kingdom; 
whatever you bind on earth shall be bound in heaven, 
and whatever you shall loose on earth shall be loosed 
in heaven” (Matt. 16:19). But Jesus said this to all 
the disciples. Their preaching and teaching would 
be, as all preaching is, “a savor of life unto life”, and 
“a savor of death unto death”, for some would believe 
and some would not. Now let us look at a few of 


these verses: 
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“The elders which are among you I exhort, who 
am also an elder, and a witness of the sufferings of 
Christ, and also a partaker of the glory that shall be 


revealed ...” He is just an “elder” as some of them 
were. “Feed the flock of God which is among you, 
‘taking the oversight thereof, not by constraint, but 
willingly; not for filthy lucre, but of a ready mind; 
neither as being lords over God's heritage, but being 
examples to the flock”. They were not to make them- 
selves “little tin gods”, as Phillips says, but examples. 
They were to be under shepherds of the flock. “Yea, 
all of you be subject one to another, and be clothed 
with humility; for God resisteth the proud, and giveth 
grace to the humble. Humble yourselves therefore 
under the mighty hand of God, that He may exalt you 
in due time”. For a man who could write such words 
to set himself up as a “little tin god”, or pope, would 
be ridiculous indeed. If anyone deserved the place 
of “pope” it would have been Paul who founded so 
many churches. Neither Peter nor Paul wanted to 
be a spiritual “boss” set over their fellow Christians. 
They were great spiritual leaders, but men of great 
humility. 


I. The Poor in Spirit and the Meek: Matthew 5:3-5 


“Blessed are the poor in spirit; for their’s is the 
kingdom of heaven”. The poor in spirit are the 
humble-minded. Paul says we are not to think of our- 
selves more highly than we ought to think, but to 
think soberly, according as God has dealt the measure 
of faith. If we have made progress in the Christian 
life, it is God who has given us the grace to do so. 
By the grace of God, I am what I am; so it is something 
to be very grateful for but not something to boast of as 
if we ourselves had done it. It is all of grace that no 
man should glory in the presence of God. The poor 
in spirit also see their need and their sinfulness and 
seek God’s forgiveness and help. 


“Blessed are the meek: for they shall inherit the 
earth”. Moses, the greatest man of the Old Testament, 
was very meek. It was seldom that he “flared up”, 
even though provoked almost beyond endurance by 
his stubborn and unbelieving people. Our Savior 
was “meek and lowly in heart”. Even when He rode 
into Jerusalem in triumph it was not upon a prancing 
war horse, but upon a colt. “Tell ye the daughter of 
Sion, Behold, thy King cometh unto thee, meek, and 
sitting upon an ass, and a colt the foal of an ass”. 


This combination of poverty of spirit and meekness 
makes us truly humble. There is a wonderful promise 
here: the meek shall inherit the earth. This promise 
will be kept. 


II. Do not Choose the Chief Seats: Luke 14:7-14. 
Pride of Position. 


This short and pointed parable gives some good 
advice which we would do well to heed. One of the 
chief forms of pride is the pride of position. We like 
the chief seats at a marriage feast, or at some enter- 
tainment or even at a football game! A movie star 
was asked to write something in an album after her 
name, and she wrote “J like to be first”. Jesus advised 
these seekers after chief seats to sit in the lowest room 
so that he might be invited by the host to go up higher. 


It would be very embarrassing to be asked to step 
down lower. Will we be asked to step down lower, or 
go up higher? I expect there will be a lot of “seat 
changing at the Judgment. Some of the kings and 
princes and mighty men will have to take a low seat 
while some humble saint of God goes up higher and 
take his or her seat among the exalted ones. “For 
whosoever exalteth himself shall be abased; and he 
that humbleth himself shall be exalted.” 


Is not this one of the most common sins? This seeking 
the chief seats? It has some very broad applications. 
Think of the so-called great men of the earth today! 
They want positions of power. They want the first 
places. 


I wish to quote the next three verses and simply 
ask, do we ever do as Jesus tells us in these verses? 
“Then said he to him that bade him, when thou mak- 
est a dinner or a supper, call not thy friends, nor thy 
brethren, neither thy kinsmen, nor thy rich neighbors; 
lest they also bid thee again, and a recompense be 
made thee. But when thou makest a feast, call the 
poor, the maimed, the lame, the blind; and thou shalt 
be blessed; for they cannot recompense thee; for thou 
shalt be recompensed at the resurrection of the just”. 
The Salvation Army does some of this sort of thing. 
Do we ever do as Jesus enjoins in these verses? If so, 
our reward will be great. Let us forget our position 
in society and do as Jesus says and we will be blessed. 


III. Pride of Wealth: Parable of the Rich Man and 
Lazarus: Luke 16:19-31 


“There was a certain rich man which was clothed 
in purple and fine linen, and fared sumptuously every 
day; and there was a certain beggar named Lazarus...” 
We are familiar with the parable, and its pointed 
application. 


The Bible tells us of good rich men like Job and 
Abraham. Do you suppose either of them would have 
neglected the beggar at the gate? No! They would 
have cared for him. But this rich man seemed to 
not even think about him at all. He was proud and 
felt secure in his wealth. 


One of the sins of pride is found right here. Rich 
men are apt to be proud. Paul asks some questions 
which these men ought to ask themselves. What do 
we have that we did not receive from God? Oh, you 
say, I worked hard and earned my money. Who gave 
you strength to work hard, or the ability to make 
money? You ought to be very grateful to God and 
ought to be very generous in giving to the poor for 
he that giveth to the poor lendeth to the Lord. Do 
not be proud, if God has given you wealth, but be 
very humble and grateful and kind, giving to those 
in need. 
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YOUTH PROGRAM FOR APRIL 10, 1960 


How To Faee Trials 


Scripture— Romans 8:18-39 

Suggested Hymns— 
“In The Hour of Trial’ 
“My Hope is Built on Nothing Less” 
“Lead On, O King Eternal” 


Program Leader’s Introduction: 


A prominent man in early middle age was told that 
he had an incurable disease. He was a good, moral 
man, an outstanding citizen in his community, and 
a leader in his own church. The news of his illness 
came as quite a blow, and left him somewhat bitter. 
He could not understand why God had let this thing 
happen to him. Now if this man were to come to us, 
what could we say to him in answer to his bitterness? 
More pointedly, what preparation can we make so that 
we will not become bitter if this experience should 
happen to us? How can we prepare ourselves to face 
trials? 


First Speaker: 


The best preparation any of us can make for any 
emergency is to be sure that we are Christians. Do I 
know, can I know, that I’m a child of God? The Bible 
says that we can know. “These things have I written 
unto you that believe on the name of the Son of God; 
that ye may know that ye have eternal life, and that 
ye may believe on the name of the Son of God” (I John 
5:13). The Bible says that if we believe in Jesus Christ 
as our Savior and trust in Him alone for salvation, we 
are the children of God. “But as many as received 
Him, to them gave He power to become the Sons of 
God, even to them that believe on His name” (John 
1: 12). We become God’s children by faith. Surely 
God will take care of His own. “If God be for us, 
who can be against us?” (Romans 8: 31). 


Second Speaker: 


Another way to prepare ourselves to face trials is 
to remind ourselves that many other people have suf- 
fered and are suffering at this very moment. The word 
sympathy means to “suffer with.” It is a strange thing 
that we can lighten our own burdens by sharing in the 
sufferings of others. If we can be sympathetic, if we 
can recognize the troubles of others and share in their 
sufferings, we can be of help to them, and we shall 
find that our own sufferings are less. On the other 


hand, the person who thinks that he alone of all peo- 
ple on earth is afflicted is the most miserable person 
of all. 


YOusH WORK 
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By THE REV. B. HOYT EVANS 


Another help in preparing us to face trials is to re- 
member that God sets the limit on the time and amount 
of trouble we are able to bear. When Satan wanted 
to afflict Job, he had to secure God’s permission to do 
so, and he could go no farther than the limit that God 
imposed. And Paul wrote: “There hath no tempta- 
tion taken you but such as is common to man; but God 
is faithful, Who will not suffer you to be tempted 
above that ye are able; but will with the temptation 
also make a way to escape, that ye may be able to 
bear it” (I Cor. 10:13). 


Third Speaker: 


Still another way to prepare ourselves to face trials 
is to be ready to have the Lord use our suffering for 
His purposes. 1) We should bear in mind that the 
Lord may be using our sufferings as a means of bring- 
ing greater and richer blessings in our lives. 2) The 
Lord often uses sufferings as a means of strengthening, 
purifying, and beautifying the character of those whom 
He loves. 3) Again, God uses sufferings and trials to 
deepen the devotion of His people. Our times of 
trouble make us see our need of the Lord, and we are 
drawn nearer to Him.4) As we noted last week, the 
way we react in the face of trouble can serve as a very 
effective witness. Paul and Silas sat in the Philippian 
jail at midnight with their feet fast in the stocks and 
their backs bleeding from the beating they had re- 
ceived earlier that day, but instead of complaining 
about their sufferings, they prayed and sang praises 
to God. Surely their witness had a profound effect on 
those who heard them. When our lives are fully 
yielded to God’s will, even our sufferings can be 
blessed. 
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Fourth Speaker: 
It will hel 

if we remem 

is very, very short compared to eternity. Paul said, 

“For I reckon that the sufferings of this present time 

are not worthy to be compared with the glory which 


us to face trials and endure sufferings 
that the time we spend on this earth 


shall be revealed in us” (Romans 8:18). Sometimes 
we talk and act as if the days and years that we spend 
on this earth were the sum and substance of all our 
lives. Of course, that is not the case. Our hope is an 
eternal one. Are we not being rather impatient and 
short-sighted when we ask, “Why does God allow the 
righteous to suffer?” We must remember that God 
loves us and that we are eternally safe in His love. 
Hear what the Bible says about that eternal state which 
God has prepared for His own: “And God shall wipe 
away all tears from their eyes; and there shall be no 


more death, neither sorrow, nor crying, neither shall 
there be any more pain; for the former things are 
passed away” (Rev. 21:4). The time of our suffer- 
ing is very brief compared to the eternity which follows. 
God has promised that in eternity suffering will be a 
thing of the past for those who are His own children. 


Program Leader: 


We would not be honest if we suggested that it is 
easy or pleasant to face trials. What we are saying 
is that it can be done in the strength which God sup- 
plies. The important thing is that we be related 
to Him through faith in His Son, and that we keep 
in close and constant touch with Him Who is our 
Savior and Lord by reading His Word by praying, and 
by daily dedication of our lives to Him. 


Closing Prayer. 





COMMIiSSIONERS—from p. 12 
Marshall C. Dendy, Terrell T. 

Kirk. 
J. W. Peoples, Jr., Felton John- 
son, C. L. Stanford, John L. 
Fahs. 

Suwannee 
Ministers: J. W. Creighton, William H. 
Crane, J. Ralph Neale, Jr., Sam- 
uel M. Houck. 
R. C. Cumming, L. B. Grave- 
ly, III, Charles N. Carnes, Gor- 
don S. Mobley, Jr. 

Westminster 
Ministers: Sam N. Milton, Vernon A. 
Crawford, W. Knight Thomp- 
son, Hogan Lowndes Yancey, Jr., 
James R. Jackson, W. H. Kadel. 
Frank S. Battle, John Zoffay, 
Gardner W. Beckett, John 
Dewell, Clarence E. Long, Sr., 
and J. E. Rubush. 


Elders: 


Elders: 


Elders: 


SYNOD OF GEORGIA 
Athens 
Ministers: A. N. Moffett, William A. Bodi- 
ford. 

Elders: Robert J. Marshburn, J. D. 
Withers. 

Atlanta 
Ministers: Hubert G. Wardlaw, Cyrus S. 
Mallard, Jr., Charles L. Don- 
nell, Philo L. McKinnon, David 
N. Daniels, LeRoy C. Obert, 
A. V. Gibson, Robert D. Alex- 
ander. 
Donald C. Agnew, J. W. C. 
McKay, T. Laurnce Moore, W. 
L. Sims, C. N. Bird, H. W. Or- 
mand, W. E. Shefelton, A. E. 
Lesley, Harold G. Clarke. 

Augusta-Macon 

Ministers: Wade P. Huie, Jr., Stanton H. 
Sizemore. 
Jack Hubert, Tom Lovelace. 

Cherokee 
Ministers: D. B. Walthall, Jr., Jack Rob- 


inson. 
Elders: Lawson Yow, Charles Orr. 


Georgia-Carolina 
Ministers: T. }. ames. 
Wil 


Elders: 


Elders: 


Elders: Brooks. 
Savannah 
Ministers: Robert L. McBath, Paul E. 
Rowland. 
Elders: H. T. Beasley, Silas M. Hearn. 


Southwest Georgia 

A. Allen Gardner, Jr., John W. 
McQueen. 

Ralph Holt, W. H. Sherrod. 


Ministers: 


Elders: 


ASSEMBLY—from p. 12 | 
serves that the United Nations seems 


to show the greatest promise of effect- 
ing progress towards peace and dis- 
armament; and therefore affirms that 
the U. N. should be supported; 5) de- 
clares that Christians should support 
their government in efforts to find a 
practical way to suspend nuclear bomb 
tests; 6) suggests that the Church 
should work at home and abroad to 
remove the causes of war such as in- 
equities and poverty. 

When we consider this report and 
compare it with actions taken by our 
sister denomination to the North which 
has declared it to be the Voice of 
God that capital punishment shall be 
abolished; and the Voice of the Holy 
Spirit that nuclear tests be suspended; 
and the Will of God that the Church 
support the United Nations — when, 
we say, we compare the report of our 
committee on Christian Relations with 
the actions of the UPUSA Assembly, 
we are greatly encouraged and we con- 
tinue to give thanks that the conserva- 
tive voice of our Church has not yet 
been stilled. It has been a long time 
since we viewed the committee on 
Christian Relations with such esteem. 

5. The Committee to prepare a 
new Book of Church Order will sub- 
mit the final draft of the first two 
parts of this Book — the Form of 
Government and the Rules of Dis- 
cipline — to this Assembly for send- 
ing down to the Presbyteries for ap- 
proval. Some Presbyteries are still 
sending in minute change requests and 
it would seem that if the Assembly 
took up every paragraph and every 
line of this work which has been ac- 
complished in deference to literally 
thousands of suggestions, it never 
would get anything else done. As a 
whole — and in its parts — the re- 
port of the committee is a good one. 

There is just one thing we regret: 


after changing the Commission on the 
Minister and his Work to a Committee 
(in the first draft) and after being 
supported in this change by at least 
one Assembly, the revision committee 
has bowed to immense pressure ex- 
erted by the various Commissions on 
the Minister and his Work and has 
restored the former designation of 
“Commission” instead of “Committee” 
in this final draft. Presumably the 
new designation is protected by var- 
ious provisions limiting the authority 
of these Commissions. But if the pro- 
visions limiting their authority has the 
same effect as making them Commit- 
tees instead of power-wielding Com- 
missions, then why object to the word 
Committee? We will hope the As- 
sembly will not be blinded by the 
dense smoke screen which will be 
thrown up in the debate and will vote 
to return that word from “Commis- 
sion” to “Committee” in the new Book 
of Church Order. 





LAYMAN—from p. 11 

of divine creation have been discov- 
ered; that life on this planet has be- 
come more gracious for some — none 
of these things negate the Scriptures 
one whit. In fact, man’s inability to 
cope with himself is even clearer to- 
day and he should be thrown back yet 
more to a place of complete trust in 
and dependence on the Sovereign God. 


We have no need to ask God to 
speak yet again. In our Lord’s time 
many tempted by asking for a sign 
and He always refused. He has given 
us His eternal truth and the Holy 
Spirit will make it plain to our hearts. 


The fact is, God has already spoken. 


Your duty and mine is to discover 
what He has said and apply it to our 
contemporary situation. 

—L. N. B. 
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JHE CHURCH AY HOMME 


PENSACOLA THEOLOGICAL 
INSTITUTE 


PENSACOLA, Fla.—Set. for Aug. 
27 - Sept. 4, the Fourth annual Pensa- 
cola Theological Institute will feature 
six well-known names: Dr. Leonard 
Greenway, Minister of the Bethel Re- 
formed Church in Grand Rapids and 
one of the translators of the Berkeley 
Bible; Dr. Robert Strong, Minister of 
the Trinity church, Montgomery, Ala.; 
Dr. C. Darby Fulton, Executive Secre- 
tary of the Board of World Missions; 
Dr. Kenneth Kantzer, Professor at 
Wheaton College; Dr. John W. Klotz, 
Professor at Concordia College, Fort 
Wayne, Ind.; Dr. Leon Morris, Vice- 
Principal of Ridley College, Australia, 
and currently visiting professor at Co- 
lumbia Theological Seminary. 


Committed to the theological view- 
point of the Westminster Confession 
and especially to the Authority of the 
inerrant Word of God, the Institute 
has received its chief encouragement 
and leadership from scores of ministers 
and laymen of the Presbyterian 
Church, U. S., and continues by re- 
quest of these under the sponsorship of 
the Session of the McIlwaine church, 
Pensacola. 


The Institute bulletin will be pub- 
lished shortly. Inquiries may be ad- 
dressed to Mr. Charles H. Thomson, 
Registrar, 1214 E. Blount St., Pensa- 
cola, Fla. 





PRESBYTERY GIVEN 
CAMP-SITE 


NEW ORLEANS, La. — With vir- 
tually all of the members present for 
an adjourned session, the Presbytery 
of New Orleans was presented a 
plaque in honor of Mr. Fred Salmen, 
lumberman-philanthropist, who has giv- 
en the Presbytery 58 acres of land in 
St. Tammany parish, just across Lake 
Pontchartrain from New Orleans for 
a camp site. Construction is under 
way on the buildings and the camp 
will be used this summer for some 
conferences in a limited way. 


A new church, Eastminster, former- 
ly known as Trinity Chapel, was or- 
ganized on Sunday, March 6, in New 
Orleans. 


ORDINATION-INSTALLATION 


ALMA, Ark. — Ben A. Carpenter, 
a recent graduate of Austin Seminary, 
was installed as the second resident 
pastor of the Alma, Ark., church, 
March 6, following the retirement of 
the Rev. Paul Mennenoeh, who had 
served the church for nine years. 


For nearly 75 years, the Alma 
church had been supplied by ministers 
resident elsewhere. Following the 
coming of the Rev. Mr. Mennenoeh in 
1950, the congregation took on new 
life. As the new minister assumes 
his duties, the congregation begins the 
use of a new educational facility, just 
constructed. 





WORLD MISSIONS 
CONFERENCES 


TUSCALOOSA, Ala. — Tuscaloosa 
Presbytery has just closed a series of 
seven successful area World Missions 
conferences, arranged by the Execu- 
tive Secretary, the Rev. J. David Simp- 
son. Missionaries participating includ- 
ed Dr. and Mrs. J. N. Montgomery, 
formerly of Taiwan, the Rev. Fred 
Dinkins of North Brazil, Mr. and Mrs. 
William J. Anderson, Jr., of the Congo. 





FELLOWSHIP GRANT 


MAXTON, N. C. — Professor Jo- 
seph Taylor Stukes, Dean of Students 
and Head of the Department of His- 
tory at Presbyterian Junior College, 
has been awarded a fellowship by the 
Board of Christian Education. The 
award of $1,500, which will be matched 
by an equal amount from Presbyterian 
Junior College, will be used to pursue 
graduate studies leading to the Ph.D. 
degree in history. 





ARKANSAS COLLEGE 


BATESVILLE, ARK. — At the 
mid-winter meeting of the Arkansas 
College Board of Trustees, Mr. W. W. 
Campbell of Forest City, Chairman of 
the Progress Fund, announced that the 
annual fund had reached $100,177, ex- 
ceeding its goal. These gifts are used 
for student aid and campus improve- 
ments. 


During this two day meeting the 
trustees laid plans to coordinate and 
expand its public relations program. 
Dr. John Forbes of Chicago, Assistant 
Secretary of the North Central Asso- 
ciation, served as consultant. 





DO YOU consider Neo-orthodoxy an 


acceptable form of Christianity? 


Cornelius Van Til, Chairman of the Faculty 
replies: True Christianity rests upon Jesus 


Christ speaking to us in bis infallible 
Word. The Christ of Neo-Orthodoxy 
cannot be found in history or heard in 
the Bible. Neo-orthodoxy is, therefore, 
destructive of Christianity. 


Professor Van Til is one of a company 
of distinguished scholars who compose 
the faculty of Westminster. Qualified 
students of many denominations receive 
a unified course of study designed to pre- 
pare them for a ministry relevant to our 
day and faithful to the infallible Word. 


Courses leading to the B.D., Th.M., 
and Th.D. degrees are offered. 











For Catalogue write, 
Director of Admissions 
WESTMINSTER 
THEOLOGICAL SEMINARY 
Chestnut Hill, 


CORNELIUS VAN TIL Philadelphia 18, Pennsylvania 
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WE BELIEVE, by Henry Wade Du- 
bose. John Knox Press, Richmond. 79 
pp., Paperback, $1.00. 


In “We Believe” Dr. Dubose gives 
us a series of brief studies in the 
Apostles’ Creed. His material is con- 
cise and written in everyday language. 
The author’s purpose is to clarify the 
meaning of the creedal affirmations, 
indicate their Scriptural basis, and en- 
courage the reader in additional study. 
Some readers will recognize that much 
of this material was first published 
in 1949 but it has been carefully re- 
vised and an additional chapter has 
been inserted. 


What men believe is important, says 
Dr. Dubose, because it largely deter- 
mines both what they do and what 
they become. What a man believes 
about God and his relation to God, he 
affirms, is of the greatest importance. 
The view of those who tell us what 
matters is not a man’s creed but his life 
is exploded by the author and he 


clearly indicates that such a statement 
is a false distinction and it is to 
separate in thought things that are in 
fact inseparable. 


This reviewer would like to com- 
mend this work to adult groups, young 
adults and young people in the church 
for special study. The outlines and 
also the questions at the end of each 
chapter will make it easy and profit- 
able for group study. There is suf- 
ficient material here for at least 11 
such studies. 


—John R. Richardson, D.D. 
Atlanta, Ga. 





THE CROSS ON THE MOUNTAIN, 
by Sherwood Elliott Wirt. Thomas Y. 
Crowell & Sons Co., N. Y. 129 pp. 
$2.75. 


This small book is a good answer to 
those who have questions about the 
Beatitudes. By establishing the pre- 
supposition that the Beatitudes can 
only be understood and _ realized 
through the crucified life, Dr. Wirt 
enables us to recognize them as both 
credible and comprehensible. Each 
Beatitude is explored in relation to 
both the Old Testament and the Per- 
son of Christ. The implications for 


everyday Christian living are clearly 
stated and reasonably explained. The 
volume rightly leaves one with the 
impression that the life lived “cruci- 
fied with Christ” will maintain those 
attitudes described in the Beatitudes. 


The style of writing is clear and 
forceful, with the pungent type of il- 
lustrations that will maintain the in- 
terest of so many people who read 
little more than their newspaper. 


—Rev. John C. Neville, Jr. 
Alexandria, Louisiana. 





SEX AND LOVE IN THE BIBLE, 
by William Graham Cole. Association 
Press, New York. 448 pp. $6.50. 


Problems in morality raised by Dr. 
Kinsey and the subject of sex and 
love in the Bible are discussed in this 
book with the purpose of finding a 
solution to modern moral behavior. 
The answer found is described as an 
imperative emphasis upon the whole- 
some and righteous relationship be- 
tween sex and love, and the exercise 
of “responsible freedom” in both. In- 
stead of restraint through law, the ac- 
cent should be that of “gratefully re- 
serving the divine gift of sexuality 














WITNESS THROUGH SHARING 





IHE EASTER OFFERING 


APRIL 17, 1960 


The “One Great Hour of Sharing” of the Presbyterian Church, U. S. 
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Hong Kong. 





Refugee Children in a Church World Service Nursery. 


You Can Do More 


By Giving Through Your Church 


To Help Orphans - 
Homeless Refugees 
Disaster Victims 
For Work Not Included in The Budget 


Administered by 
OVERSEAS RELIEF AND INTER-CHURCH AID 


BOARD OF WORLD MISSIONS 
BOX 330 - NASHVILLE, TENN. 
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for its highest possibilities.” The basis 
of personal discipline is changed; the 
emphasis is on Christian liberty in the 
framework of the divine purpose for 
sex and love, and not adherance to a 
series of “Thou shalt nots.” 


In a style that is attractive to lay- 
men, with research that will satisfy 
the scholar, Dr. Cole describes love 
and sex in both Testaments. He has 
provided an enlightening survey of 
the cultural background of both Tes- 
taments relative to the subject, and 
several chapters on sexual aberrations. 
The concluding chapter discusses the 
research of Dr. Kinsey, and the au- 
thor’s conclusions drawn from his 
study of the Scriptures. 


The reader will quickly note that 
Dr. Cole does not hold to traditional 
views respecting the Scriptures. His 
rather flippant concept of inspiration 
will doubtless lead many to question 
the conclusions he presents. 


—Rev. John C. Neville, Jr. 
Alexandria, Louisiana 





BOOK BRIEFS 


CHRISTIANITY AND LIBERALISM, by 
]. Gresham Machen. Eerdmans Publ. Co., 
Grand Rapids. 188 pp. Paperback, $1.75. 
Here is a reprint of a modern classic in 
a paperback edition for wider distribution. 
Walter Lippman wrote of this work, “For 
its acumen, for its saliency, and for its 
wit, this cool and stringent defense of 
orthodox Protestanism is, I think, the best 
popular argument produced.” 


THE TOWN AND COUNTRY PULPIT 
by Benjamin H. Cain. The Warner Press, 
Anderson, Ind. 112 pp. Paperback, $1.25. 
Here are sermon outlines for 40 special 
days on the Church calendar, done some- 
what after the manner of “Handfuls On 
Purpose.” From Universal Bible Sunday 
to a Wedding Anniversary Sermon. 


MARRIAGE EAST AND WEST, by David 
and Vera Mace. Doubleday & Co., Garden 
City, N. Y. 359 pp. $4.50. A fascinating 
story, reading like a novel of romance, of 
love and marriage the world over. Anec- 
dotes, excerpts from great Oriental fiction 
and case histories combine to make this 
examination of the marriage relationship 
delightful reading. 


GROWING STEADY, by Verna J. Joiner. 
The Warner Press, Anderson, Ind. 122 PP: 
Paperback, $1.00. Written for young girls 
about the problems of young girls from 
brothers and sisters to boy friends and 
marriage. From the Christian point of 
view. 


THE VALOR SERIES, for Boys and Girls. 
A new series of books for children from 
8-16., published by Baker Book House, 
Grand Rapids. The interest level is high, 





the subjects range from Biblical to mis- 
sionary. Titles include THE SECRET 
MEETING AND OTHER STORIES about 
personalities in the history of Christianity; 
BRAVE BOYS AND GIRLS OF LONG 
AGO about such famous persons as Luther, 
Wycliffe, Baillie; THE ROYAL BRICK- 
YARD about Moses’ life to the time he 
was chosen to deliver Israel; STAR OF 
THE MORNING about a little girl of 
Central Africa; THE COURTYARD OF 
HUR about Moses’ life from the Exodus 
on. The books average 75 pp. $1.50. 


DOOM OF THE DICTATORS, by Delber 
H. Elliott. Eerdmans Publ. Co., Grand 
Rapids. 92 pp. $2.00. A minister of the 
Reformed Church writes of the enemies of 
Christ and of His Church both without 
and within, from the optimistic standpoint 
of faith in the ultimate victory of Christ. 
From Communism abroad and at home to 
Protestant defections from the historic 
Gospel, the author makes Christians aware 
of their opponents. 


THE POPULATION EXPLOSION AND 
CHRISTIAN RESPONSIBILITY, by Rich- 
ard M. Fagley. Oxford Press, New York. 
260 pp. $4.25. A full-length analysis of 
the world’s population problem, together 
with the author’s solution which is that 
of family planning which he calls the 
“Christian doctine of responsible parent- 
nood.” 

HE HAD TO PREACH, by Eva E. Hop- 


kins. Greenwich Publ. New York. 127 
pp. $2.75. The wife of an Alabama Bap- 
tist minister write a biography of her 


husband. 


THAT MOVING CLAN, by Mary Elisa- 
beth Feemster. Christopher Publ., Boston. 
81 pp. $2.50. A family chronicle of the 
Feemsters who first imigrated to America 
in 1736 from Scotland, settling in Georgia. 
One of their number established the fa- 
mous Independent Presbyterian Church of 
Savannah. 


STRAIGHT DOWN A _ CROOKED 
LANE, by Francena H. Arnold. Moody 
Press, Chicago. 256 pp. $3.50. A love 
story concerning two moderns who marry 
first, then find real love together. Chris- 
tian fiction is hard to find. This is an 
example of what it ought to be. 

THE GOD-FILLED LIFE, by Merrill F. 
Unger. Zondervan Publ. House, Grand 
Rapids. 155 pp. $2.50. A  Scripture- 
centered series of 20 devotional essays. 
These will serve well as a personal. de- 
votional guide or for program material for 
church groups studying worship and the 
Spirit-filled life. 


PIII AAA A AAAAAAAAAA AAA AK KI 
ANY ReELicious Book 
MAY BE 
ORDERED FROM 


The 


Presbyterian Journal 
Weaverville, N. C. 
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are like that and the Church adapts 
itself to them in order to get them to 
come in. The result? A big wheel 
turning majestically and going no- 


where. Solution? Conversions—Ed. 





STUDY IN DEPTH 


You might be interested to know 
that the Journal is being used as 
parallel reading for a Depth Bible 
Study being conducted in our Church. 
We find that those who read the Jour- 
nal are not only becoming more lit- 
erate Christians, but are experiencing 
personal revival. Thank you for your 
stand on the Fundamentals (in the 
best sense of the word). I would al- 
so like to express my appreciation 
for the Circle studies. Our women are 
actually enjoying their study for the 
first time in many years! 


—/(Rev.) Paul G. Settle 
Winfield, West Va. 
Nice thing about the Journal: 
the deeper you go the better.—Ed. 





THIS AND THAT 


We want you to know of our gen- 
uine appreciation for the splendid 
quality of many of your articles and 
some of the innovations which, we 
think, have greatly increased the ef- 
fectiveness of the Journal as a force- 
ful witness to Christ. 


—Mrs. Hugh L. Farrior 
Congo 





I would like to say, “Praise the 
Lord!” for your solid foundation on 
what the Bible says, and not what 
man says. 


—Henry B. Phillips 
Jackson, Miss. 





WANTED 


AGRICULTURAL-4H INSTRUCTOR 
EVERGREEN PRESBYTERIAN 
VOCATIONAL SCHOOL 


For Non-Academic Boys of 
High School Age 
A Church-operated Agricultural- 
Vocational School. I.Q. down to 35 
considered. Sports. Write: Rev. 
R. C. Parkhill, Dir., Rfd. 3, Minden, 
Louisiana, for further information. 






































MINISTERS 


John W. Womeldorf, from Guilford 
College, N. C. to stated supply, 
Brentwood church, High Point, N. C. 
W. O. Smith, from the New Hope 
and Efland churches, Orange Pres- 
bytery, to the Alderson, W. Va., 
church, effective May 1. 

Howard C. Cobbs, pastor of the 
Chester, Va., church, will become 
superintendent of the Sunnyside 
Presbyterian Home, Massanetta 
Springs, May 1. He succeeds James 
S. Albertson, who has gone to a 
similar work i: Washington. 
Charles Jarmon Hollandsworth has 
retired from his duties as pastor of 
the Lafayette church, Norfolk, Va., 
where he served 22 years. 


William T. Wing, Jr., from Atlanta, 
Ga., to the Peterson Memorial 
church, Columbia, S. C. 

George H. Murray, III, of the Galax, 
Va. church, has accepted the post 
of director of Christian Education 
for Knoxville Presbytery, effective 
April 1. 

John K. Boyd, from Draper, Va., to 
the Hillsville church, Hillsville, W. 
Va- 


John M. Duckwall, from Middle- 
town, Va., to Berkeley Springs, 
W. Va. 


Robert F. Park, from Concord, N. 
C. to the First Church, Lilling- 
ton, N. C. 


E. Perry Mobley, from Tifton, Ga., 
to the Fifth Ave. church, Knoxville, 
Tenn. 





DEATHS 


William Waddell Arrowood, former 
Professor of Bible at King College, 
die@” in Winter Haven Florida, 
Feb. 25. 

Chertes Chamberlain McNeill, a re- 
tired member of Mecklenburg Pres- 
bytery, died in a nursing home in 
Florida, Feb. 29. 





LETTERS 
FLORIDA COLLEGE PROTESTS 


Regarding your editorial in the Feb. 


10 Journal, the following statement is 


without any basis in fact: “Northern 
Presbyterians ... are engaged in a 
quiet campaign to win participation 
in the #eontfol of what institutions 
we’ve got: the new College in Florida 
and our Seminary in Texas have al- 
ready been voted into joint control 
which, by the law of 51%, means 
Northern control...” This college is 
not controlled by the UPUSA Church 
nor is it controlled by the U.S. Church. 
It is a joint venture of the Florida 
Synods . . . According to the by-laws, 
“| . . Board of Trustees, of which 
5/8ths shall be elected by the Synod 
of Florida of the U. S. Church and 
3/8ths elected by the Synod of Flor- 
ida of the UPUSA Church.” 


—(Rev.) Howard Anderson, 
Asst. to Pres. 
St. Petersburg, Fla. 


We should have checked our per- 
centages before we spoke. Regarding 
the intentions and the practical effects 
of UPUSA we will again 
have to agree to disagree with a 
United Presbyterian brother. We have 
sat in on sessions when representatives 


interests, 


of both churches were voting on a 
We have seen the UPUSA 


representatives vote unanimously on a 


question. 


question with the U. S. representatives 
divided, some in support. We have 
never seen the U. S. representatives 
in such a meeting vote unanimously, 
with the UPUSA representatives di- 
vided, some in support.—Ed. 





A TYPICAL 


PRESBYTERIAN (?) CHURCH 


Our congregation is a comparatively 
new one confronted with growing 
pains and an extensive building pro- 
gram. Its membership numbers about 
six hundred. The congregation is 
composed primarily of suburbanites. 
Most of them have recently moved 
from inside greater Kansas City to 
the suburbs. They are aloof, cold 
and leave an impression of non-affilia- 
tion with church activities in the past. 


Our minister is intelligent, alert 
and a sincere worker. Sermons are 
prepared in such manner as to be 
completely receptive to those living 
in a northern metropolitan area. In 
other words, the congregation is pro- 
gressive, utilizes Sunday School ses- 
sions quibbling back and forth over 
issues that should be eliminated in 
the first place. In college I called 
tnem bull sessions which never fol- 
lowed any particular theme. 
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Sermons follow one central theme, 
“God is Love.” Scripture is secon- 
dary to graceful living. Nothing is 
presented other than everything is 
good. There are no Sunday night 
services because they interfere with 
other activities of the congregation. 
There are no Wednesday night meet- 
ings because they are in the middle 
of the work week. 


The local Council of Churches is held 
up as a great undertaking and con- 
siderable time is spent on its activities. 
Made up of all Protestant churches, 
the Chairman of the Council in the 
Kansas City area is a Rabbi. They 
seem to dabble in everything, particu- 
larly city government. 


When we first came we attended 
several Baptist services and found 
them very similar to the Southern 
Presbyterian churches we had been 
fortunate to attend before. They do 
seem to stick to discussions about the 
Bible. Members of our present con- 
gregation evidently have in common 
these primary ideas: “Everything is 
good about my life (me, my wife, my 
son John, his wife). I go to Sunday 
School and to Church every Sunday. 
Even though I don’t speak to anyone 
in the House of the Lord or outside, 
I try hard to make a good living for 
my family.” 


—Kansas City 
* * * *& & 
It occurs to us that the Church 
doesn’t make folks like that. Folks 


(Cont. inside back cover) 
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